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Activity Outline (~75 minutes)

What tools are available?

How can one use the tools?

Demonstration of Gapminder

Hands-on Activity - exploring world 
population with Gapminder

Demonstration of Social Explorer

Online US Census Mapping Exercise



Ways to explore population 

issues
Online free tools

Static

World Clock

Breathing Earth

What the World Eats

Google Earth

World

Google Earth

Maplecroft Maps

Gap Minder

US

US Census -
American FactFinder

Social Explorer

http://www.peterrussell.com/Odds/WorldClock.php
http://www.breathingearth.net/
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1626519,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1626519,00.html
http://earth.google.com/
http://earth.google.com/
http://maps.maplecroft.com/
http://maps.maplecroft.com/
http://maps.maplecroft.com/
http://www.gapminder.org/
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html?_lang=en
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/home/home.aspx


Online Global Explorer

GapMinder Viewer

Map and chart data

ÅWorld; EU, US, China, India; US, China

Select individual or groups of regions

Watch changes through time

Create trails to follow selected regions

Gap Minder Help

http://www.gapminder.org/world/
http://www.gapminder.org/world/help/gapminder_world_help.htm


Exploring Fertility Trends 

Around the World

http://www.gapminder.org/world/


Hands-on Exercise: Gapminder

http://www.gapminder.org/

Familiarize yourself with Gapminder

Chart tab

Map tab

Select 1-2 indicators to explore

Geographically

Temporally

Prepare a ~3 minute presentation of 
your findings/conclusions

http://www.gapminder.org/


Additional Features

Bookmarking favorite charts

Simply use bookmark function in browser

Animations

Zooming

Emailing results

Creating links to results



Online US Census Exploration

http://www.socialexplorer.com

http://www.socialexplorer.com/


Online US Population Explorer

Social Explorer

Map and chart US Census data

Select sub-regions and specific variables

Watch changes through time

Search for areas or addresses

Social Explorer Help

http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/home/home.aspx
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/help/
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/help/TrainingGuide/trainingguide.aspx


Social Explorer Advanced Features

Animations/Slideshows

Saving data to Microsoft Excel 
spreadsheets

Save maps & reports to your computer

Print maps and reports



Hands-on Activity: Social Explorer 

http://www.socialexplorer.com

Get acquainted with Social Explorer

Maps & animations

Reports

Select a region & topic to explore

Geographical

Temporal

Prepare a very short explanation of 
your findings/conclusions

http://www.socialexplorer.com/


How do these fit into the 

Population Connection Program?
As classroom demonstrations

As supplements for prepared Population 
Connection Hands-On Activities

As stand-alone activities

To support individual student projects



As classroom demonstrations

What do you think the relationship is 
between educational level and fertility?

How has the population in your 
community changed in the last 50 years?

Where do most of the Internet users in 
the world live? Or who has the most 
access to the Internet?



As supplements for prepared Population 

Connection Hands-On Activities

Everything is connected

On the Double

Mysteries of the Pyramids

Population Clock

Etc.

See indices in the Population 
Connection binder.



As stand-alone activities

Targeting content standards

Social Studies

Math

Geography Economics

History



Benefits

Free

Easy to use

Hands-on activities

Depth of knowledge & understanding

Gee-Whiz affect for students



Height Modernization 

in Kentucky

Rebuilding Kentuckyôs mapping infrastructure



Thank You

Timothy S. Hare
Kentucky Center for Geospatial Education, Research, & Outreach

IRAPP, Morehead State University

100D Lloyd Cassity Building
t.hare@morehead-st.edu
606-783-9436

This presentation and pdf copies of the 

workshop handouts can be downloaded from 

http://eec.moreheadstate.edu/pc 

http://www.kcgero.org/
mailto:t.hare@morehead-st.edu
mailto:t.hare@morehead-st.edu
mailto:t.hare@morehead-st.edu


Kentucky Center for Geospatial Education, 

Research, and Outreach

Expand the use of geospatial technologies at MSU
Improve studentsô technical & analytical abilities
Support faculty & staff use of geospatial 
technologies

Contribute to the development of potential 
business opportunities in our region.



Institute for Regional 
Analysis and Public Policy

(IRAPP)

Center of Excellence, MSU

A Kentucky Program of Distinction

http://irapp.morehead - st.edu

http://irapp.morehead-st.edu/
http://irapp.morehead-st.edu/
http://irapp.morehead-st.edu/

